Venice by 1480 was becoming the largest book-
making centre. The leading men in the business
were distributers, who hired the printers to produce
books for which there was a world-wide market,
rather than caterers to a local or national demand.
Joint undertakings were the rule rather than the
exception3 two or more wholesalers uniting to com-
mission an edition of a book for which they expected
a good sale. OCTAVIANUS SCOTUS, who may have
succeeded to some of the business of the Jenson-
Johann de Colonia firm, issued 66 books in his own
name during the last two decades of the century.
His name also occurs in colophons linked with those
of Matteo Capcasa, Johannes and Gregorius de
Gregoriis, Antonius de Gusago, Johannes Hamman,
Johannes Leoviler, Bonetus Locatellus, Andreas
de Paltasichis, Christophoras de Pensis, Alber-
tinus Rubeus, Johannes de Cereto de Trinino de
Monteferrato alias Tacuinus, and Bartholornaeus
de Zanis. BONETUS LOCATELLUS was the printer
whose name occurs more frequently than that of
any other in Venetian books of the last fifteen
fifteenth-century years, the number listed under
his name in Konrad Burger's index at the end
of Copinger's Supplement to Hain (London, 1902)
being 144. His name also usually appears in books
printed for Scotus, but none of the others named
above as partners with Scotus are mentioned in
connection with Locatellus, perhaps because some
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